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Response to Amendment 

The examiner acknowledges the receipt of amendments dated 1 1/2/2005. The 
amendments are proper and clear all outstanding matters. 

Regarding the drawings, the submitted replacement drawings overcome the 
objections to the original drawings and the objections are withdrawn. 

The examiner acknowledges the withdrawal of rejected claims 2, 3, 5 and 8. 

The examiner acknowledges the amendments to claims 6 and 7. It is determined 
that there were no rejections under 35 USC § 1 12 in the first action and the objection to 
claims being dependent to a rejected base claim was overcome by the inclusion of all 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Claims 6 and 7 are now in 
condition for allowance. 

The examiner discovered grounds for rejecting claim 9, which was found 
allowable on first action, while prosecuting these amendments. The examiner 
proposed an examiner's amendment to the attorney, Bradley R. Williams on December 
2, 2005. 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 9 (amended) A method for driving a motor, comprising: 

receiving a voltage input from a power supply; 
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boosting the voltage received from the power supply; 

energizing windings of the motor by unipolar inverter using the boosted voltage; 
storing at least some of the energy not used by the windings to excite the motor; 

and 

when the windings are not being energized, returning at least some of the energy 
stored in the windings via energy return diodes to the booster. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Bradley R. Williams on December 14, 2005. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 6, 7 and 9 (amended) and 10-20 allowed. 

The reasoning for allowance of claims 1 and 9-20 is found in the action dated 
5/2/2005. 

Claim 6 is found allowable for the combination of all the elements and specifically 
for the coupling of the energy return diodes to the booster energy storage section. 
Claim 7 is allowable as dependent on claim 6. 

Claim 9 (amended) is found allowable for all items in the list of steps for driving a 
motor. The distinguishing features include the method steps as amended: 

energizing windings of the motor bv unipolar inverter using the boosted voltage; 

when the windings are not being energized, returning at least some of the energy 
stored in the windings via energy return diodes to the booster. 
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The energizing step leaves energy stored in the windings. The not being 
energized step involves a novel way of returning this unused energy stored in the 
windings to the booster. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert W. Horn whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8591 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David S. Martin can be reached on 571-272-2107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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